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Sermon Archive 276 
 

Sunday 29 December, 2019 
Knox Church, Christchurch 
Lessons: Genesis 1: 26-31 
   Revelation 21: 1-7 
Preacher:  Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 

The whole creation is a beautiful, living thing.  It's fragile.  It can be broken.  
Indeed it can, by degrees, even be killed.  So it's just as well that, within it, 
there are these responsible creatures, bearing a sacred image, committed to 
caring for it.  From the first chapters of the story of faith, human beings are 
cast as those who, in a way, if they hold the hand of God, are put in charge.  
To us are given the fish of the sea, and the birds of the air.  To us are given all 
living things - including one another.  To be leaders, carers.  To be co-creators 
and gentle harvesters.  To be nurturers and defenders.  To be those holding 
whatever we mean by "dominion".  So how are we going? 

-ooOoo- 

How are we going?  Looking back on how we are going, the people at Time 
magazine nominated young Swedish woman, Greta Thunberg, as the person 
of their year.  Located somewhere on the autism scale, Greta didn't speak 
much for most of her early years.  Doctors called it "Asperger's syndrome 
with selective mutism".  Greta called it her "super-power".  A naturally shy 
person, she first communicated her concern over global warming by standing 
silently behind a placard outside the Swedish House of Parliament.  The 
placard read "School strike for the climate".  "School strike", because she was 
protesting when she should have been at school.  It was a wicked gesture 
taken up, eventually, by multitudes of other young people right across the 
world - including here in our country.  Our politicians responded in sundry 
ways.  Some suggested that it was a well-meaning movement that wasn't 
going to achieve much.  Others suggested it was just an excuse to wag school 
and have a McDonalds on the way home (thank you, Simon).  Other 
politicians noted that it was good to see, for the first time in a long time, 
young people engaged in political action. 
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While that was going on here, at home, Greta spoke to delegates at the 
United Nations.  When she got angry, shouting that adult inactivity was 
robbing her of a future, she faced quite some criticism.  She was a hysterical 
girl, according to some.  A brat, according to others.  Yet it got people 
talking about the issue in ways exceeding any ways before.  The person of 
the year was a silent person who found a voice.  The speaking of truth to 
power.  A young leader mobilizes her generation for the good of the planet.   
How are we going at caring for the planet?  In some areas, I think you could 
say "very well". 

But hang on.  How are we going?  Greta has only needed to speak because 
industry is favoured over environment.  She's only speaking because, 
despite what we know about carbon footprint, we're ignoring it.  She's only 
becoming the leader she is, because we are not being good kaitiaki, 
guardians of the beautiful, living, fragile thing put into our hands.  In the 
holding of dominion, how are we doing?  About this, we later will pray. 

-ooOoo- 

Also picked out for honourable mention this year, was the Prime minister of 
a small country in the South Pacific.  Apparently, she ended up on the short 
list of nominees for a Nobel Peace Prize.  Jacinda Ardern came to 
Christchurch to meet with the people of two mosques in Christchurch.  Not 
a Muslim, she put on a head scarf for the meetings, because she wanted to 
respect those she was meeting.  She learned how to greet people with an 
Arabic greeting.  She said "this is your home; you should have been safe 
here".  Coining the phrase "they are us", she moved the nation to consider 
themes of unity and togetherness. 

She wasn't the only one to do well.  Coming all the way down under from his 
office in New York, Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General of the United 
Nations, visited Christchurch.  Although he's very used to speaking, and 
speaks well, he impressed the Muslims of Christchurch simply by listening - 
not by speaking, but by listening.  Following his visit, many people were 
heard to say "he listened to us.  We felt heard, and understood."  Sensitive 
compassion from a good Christian man.  As leaders, as carers, how are we 
going, in taking. care of the planet?  I think you could say "very well". 

But hang on.  These positive, unifying, compassionate deeds of leadership 
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were only required because one human being (let's be honest, he's not the 
only one) was filled with hatred.  He had access to guns - indeed had 
bought some of his guns from a shop in Christchurch.  He did what he did 
because he did not believe that "they are us".  He believed that they are 
them - and are somehow disgusting, and worthy of death.  How are we 
doing?  About this, we later will pray. 

-ooOoo- 

On a New Zealand made documentary, "Funny As", the history of comedy 
in New Zealand, there was an interview with Mike King.  Thinking back on 
his comedic style and content in the early days of his career, he noted that 
he'd spent a lot of time making fun of others - not laughing with, but 
laughing at.  He cringes when he remembers jokes that were racist, and 
gags that were homophobic.  He still believes in comedy; he now 
renounces cruelty.  Over the years, working his own way through 
depression, he's come to believe that the good human being is the kind 
human being.  That's why he now spends his time travelling around the 
country, speaking at schools, encouraging young people to be kind to one 
another - assuring young people that, even though sometimes it's dark, 
ultimately they will be OK.  They can speak to others, they can ask for help.  
He challenges the culture of not talking about how we feel and what's 
gone wrong.  He speaks insistently to those holding the cash for mental 
health support.  And for his troubles, he was declared the 2019 New 
Zealander of the Year.  With this living, vulnerable, capable of dying thing 
that God has given us (our young people), how are we going?  On his 
journey from cruelty to love, Mike is going well. 

His work is only necessary because we, in our country, have some of the 
worst statistics in the world for youth suicide.  How are we going?  About 
this, we later will pray. 

-ooOoo- 

There we go. 

At the start of the story of faith, God put a beautiful, fragile thing into our 
hands.  We were called to hold dominion over it, and bearing the image of 
God, to be co-carers of it.  That's how the story began, and New Year gives 
us pause to reflect. 
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The Knox Church website is at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz.html .  Sermons are to be 
found under News / Sermons. 

Some music for reflection. 

-ooOoo- 

Way down the other end of the biblical story, quite near the last few words, is 
a vision of a God who makes things new.  In the new creation, God is wiping 
away tears.  Mourning and crying and pain will be no more.  Death will be no 
more, and it will be as if God is actually living among us.  The God who, in the 
beginning called us to exercise dominion, is working tirelessly, through our 
space and time, towards making all things new. 

Within our space and time, there are individuals who are also working to 
make things new.  Mike King says that while religion and church are fine for 
others, they're just not really for him.  He doesn't see himself as working with 
God.  Jacinda Ardern did, as a young person, but doesn't now - no current 
identification as someone working for the new creation.  Antoni Guterres 
does see himself as one of God's people.  I don't think Greta Thunberg does.  
There's certainly no faith statement on record. 

I guess we could spend a lot of time thinking through whether their work is a 
manifestation of God's work or not - whether one has to be a card carrying 
passenger in the official boat  - whether you can serve God only if you 
understand that that's what you're doing - the place of intention and 
identification in co-creation.  But in a way, that doesn't really matter.  The 
new creation still is emerging - in surprising ways and from surprising heroes.  
When the planet heals a bit, when a teenager expresses fear and receives 
care, when a person of difference is treated like us, rather than like them, and 
gives thanks, the new creation emerges. 

Perhaps more important, is that we, who confess to hear the story, and who 
believe that we are part of it, give ourselves to be part of the work.  Just as 
the creation was put into the hands of the first human beings, so a new year 
is put into our hands.  Are these hands given for doing the work of making 
things new?  Do we dare to believe that the re-creation of the world is 
already under way?  Do we see a new year not just as a gift, but also as a 
responsibility - entrusted, at least in part, to us? 

We look to the coming year in faith.  And we keep a moment of quiet. 

 


